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Question 1.

Explain any three facts about the new economic situation created in
India by the First World War.

Answer:

The First World War created a dramatically new economic situation in
India:

(i) Manchester imports into India declined as the British mills were busy
with war production to meet the needs of the army paving the way for
the Indian mills to supply for the huge home market.

(i) As the war prolonged, Indian factories were called upon to supply
war needs. As a result new factories were set up, new workers were
employed and everyone was made to work longer hours.

(iii) Cotton production collapsed and exports of cotton cloth from Britain
fell dramatically after the war, as it was unable to modernize and
compete with US, Germany, Japan. Hence within colonies like India,
local industrialists gradually consolidated their position capturing the
home market.



Question 2..

How did the plantation workers understand the idea of ‘Swaraj’?
Explain.

Answer:

For the plantation workers of Assam, “Swaraj” meant freedom to move
freely in and out of the confined space in which they all were enclosed
and also to be able to keep the link with their native village intact. Under
the Inland Emigration Act of 1859, plantation workers were not allowed
to leave their tea gardens without permission, which they were rarely
given.

When they heard of the Non-cooperation Movement, thousands of
workers defied authorities, left the plantations and headed home.
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